
�� January ���� | THE NATIONALISTNEWS20
HISTORY OF CARLOW FIRE SERVICE

Fire service’s history chronicled
by members at society lecture

By Mairead Wilmot

FROM its very beginnings to its darkest days,
Carlow County Fire Service’s in-depth history was
chronicled by its members recently at a lecture
hosted by Carlow Historical and Archaeological
Society.

Paul Curran and Fintan O’Neill presented a
fascinating two-part lecture on the history of the
county’s fire brigade. Documenting its humble
beginnings to its present-day strengths, the lecture
gave an insight into how the fire service came to
be and the challenges it has faced over the years.
The fire service’s history from ���� to ���� was
documented by current member Paul Curran, while
former assistant chief fire officer Fintan O’Neill
presented its history from ���� to the living day.

As it stands now, Carlow is a modern urban
centre, but prior to the ����s it was a bustling
market town and its only means of fighting fire
was a brigade division stationed at the military
barracks, with soldiers regularly being summoned

to battle flames. Records exist of a
raging fire being tackled at Milford
Flour Mills in November of
����, with extra personnel
from Bagenalstown and
Leighlinbridge being
drafted in to help the
embattled crew, but
a report in Carlow
Sentinel said that
by the time they
arrived “the entire
building was a
mass of flames”.

Carlow’s first
volunteer fire
service was
established
in ����, when
members
of the town
council and
locals bandied
together. Thirty
volunteers
were enrolled, with
helmets and buckets
being supplied by the

town council.
The new volunteer brigade held its first

practice run on a Monday at the military
barracks – and there started Carlow’s
fire service as we know it today, led
by Major Kearns Deane Tanner. As it
happens, Major KD Tanner was father to
William Desmond Taylor (born William
Deane Tanner), the famed ����s actor
and producer who made his name
in Hollywood but was shot in the
back, supposedly by a deranged
actress. William was the subject
of the inaugral Taylorfest film
festival in Carlow during
the summer of ����.

His father, KD
Tanner, would
have

to battle fl ames. Records exist of a 

Fintan O’Neill and Paul Curran give a lecture
on the Fire Service in Carlow hosted by the
Carlow Historical Society in the Seven Oaks
Hotel. Pic: Michael O’Rourke

‘If anybody had been
walking past when
that glass went,
they would have
been cremated’
– Expert speaking to The
Nationalist on Haddens
fire in May 1984

Carlow fireman ����

Pictures of Haddens
fire captured by Karl

McDonough
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